71.   LETTER TO PRABHASHAMER PATTANI

ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
July 14, 1928

SUJNA BHAJSHRI,

I got your letter. Were it not that Mahadev is ill and con-
fined to bed, I would probably have sent him to the station for
his own satisfaction. But now I am sending none. However,
Chi. Kusum has to go to the station to meet her friends and so
I take the opportunity to tell you through this note that all of
us are looking forward to your arrival.

Vandemataram from

MOHANDAS

From a copy of the Gujarat!: G.W. 3223.   Courtesy: Mahesh Pattani

72.   MT NOTES
THE SCORPION OF PASSION
A student from Calcutta writes to say1:
It has been my experience as well as that of my associates
that if a husband and wife voluntarily observe brahmacharya^ they
can experience maximum happiness and see it increase every day.
There is no difficulty in demonstrating the glories of brahmacharya
to an uneducated wife or, we may say, that brahmacharya knows
no distinction between the educated and the uneducated. It is
simply a matter of having moral strength. I know some un-
educated women who observe brahmacharya although they are
married. A husband who observes brahmacharya is better able to
protect the virtue of his wife even in a corrupt social environment.
Absence of brahmacharya does not prevent a wife from deviating
from the path of virtue, but instances can be cited where it has
provided a cover to a wife's depravity.
The power of brahmacharya is immeasurable. It is my experi-
ence in many cases that he who observes brahmacharya is himself
not free from lust and is hence unable to impress his wife with
his endeavours. Lust is a clever fellow; hence he does not take
1 The letter is not translated here. The correspondent had asked Gandhiji
how one could observe brahmacharya with regard to one's wife.